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How Are We Doing?
• 32/133 (24%) NASA ATP proposals funded
• Grant for $245k/year, ~5 times higher than 

average grant
• Evaluation: “There is no weakness in the group 

of permanent astro-staff” and “… they arguably 
constitute the best collection of theoretical 
cosmologists in the world.” and “The group 
consistently attracts and trains very good 
postdocs, and places them in faculty jobs at elite 
institutions.”



This is a vibrant field



Established Collaborations with 
many of these groups

• Dodelson, Frieman, Hui, & Kolb part-time 
faculty at Chicago (SDSS, Dark Energy 
Survey, …)

• Working on SDSS with Princeton, Johns 
Hopkins, …

• Working on SNAP with LBL, Caltech, 
Michigan, Penn

• Parallel Computing, Summer Workshops 
with LANL



Challenges in this competitive 
environment
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Fermilab Astrophysics Center

• Unify FNAL astrophysics program, thereby enhancing 
the overall intellectual environment and recruiting power of 
individual projects

• Provide the framework in which future efforts will 
germinate and be advocated

• Attract scientists from FNAL and User community 
interested in learning about particle astrophysics



Conclusions/Goals

• Vibrant astro-particle group for next 20 years

• Start new projects (SDSS, SNAP@FNAL, Dark 
Energy Survey, EPIC, …)

• Strengthen High-Powered Computing & Ties to 
Fundamental Physics

• Fermilab Astrophysics Center
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